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chance conversation with each 
other was what led Disha Bhavsar 
and Shivani Ajmera to found Quirk 
Studio together. Colleagues work-

ing for a publication at the time, they shared a 
strong, unmistakable rapport. The talk they had 
“grounded our understanding of how each of us 
serves together, from which bloomed an idea to 
partner and create something larger than our-
selves,” says Disha.

Disha and Shivani are both passionate about 
creative avenues in general, but design seemed to 
come naturally for them. And so the duo estab-
lished Quirk Studio in 2013 in Mumbai. “Once 
we started working in this industry, we loved that 
we could channel our creative energies into peo-
ple’s homes and workspaces and see our designs 
come alive,” says Shivani. “The feeling is so grat-
ifying.”

Shivani and Disha are similar in their tem-
peraments, values, ethics, and even their design 
sensibilities, which only works in their favour. 
But what seals the deal in terms of the solidity 
of their partnership is their ability to keep egos 
aside when it comes to their brainchild. As Di-
sha elegantly puts it, “Right from the outset, we 
parked our egos out of our partnership, which 
enhances the quality of work and our work en-
vironment.” Their design styles and solution 
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processes are usually aligned, if not exactly the 
same. And if it’s just one of those days and the 
duo isn’t on the same page? “Well, the better idea 
always wins then,” says Shivani.

While Shivani is the perfectionist with an eye 
for detail, Disha is the go-to person when anyone 
in the team, including Shivani, seeks direction. 
Together, their partnership is akin to a solid mar-
riage. “Our ideologies, vision, values and ethics 
are aligned, but our operating methods are dif-
ferent. This is the crux of our dynamic. We bring 
something unique to the table and constantly 
learn from each other, which keeps our bond 
alive,” Shivani explains.

When I ask them to share a memorable ex-
perience working with each other, I’m taken by 
surprise when Disha says, “Site completions 
and handovers hold their special place, but the 
adversities for me are memorable.” Moments 
of adversities have brought them together and 
shaped them, she says. Shivani agrees. “For me, 
it’s honestly the joy of simply being together on 
this journey! With the two of us and our team, we 
can divide the adversities and double the highs 
and victories.”

Learning to say no has been a valuable les-
son they have learned so far in their journey. 
Says Disha, “When we learned to say no, we 
were happier people, and better designers.” ♦  

quirkstudio.in

From top: The Expand Loft is a 2,400 sq ft open-plan 
office space designed for an event management 
company in Mumbai, with the idea to create a fun 
and vibrant atmosphere, alongside fostering a 
collaborative and interactive environment; The 
Jardin Home, is a minimalist bachelor-pad that 
doubles as a gateway home for the larger family and 
is elegant, modern, and comfortable; (OPPOSITE 
PAGE) From top: Shivani Ajmera and Disha Bhavsar, 
founders and principal designers, Quirk Studio; The 
Mysa Home in Bandra, Mumbai, imbibes feelings of 
luxurious comfort and cosiness
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